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Use of Dispersants 
 
 
 
It is illegal to use soaps or other dispersing agents to dissipate and/or mask oil on 
the water. Violators are subject to Federal civil or criminal penalties  of $40,000 
per day, per incident (33 CFR 135.305). 
 
California civil and criminal penalties can range from $1,000 to $1,000,000 
depending on the facts of the violation. (Fish & Game C. §5650.1, §12002; 
Government C. §8670.64 et seq.) 
  
There are other  California statutes that also prohibit water pollution, eg. Water 
Code, Harbors & Navigation Code, Penal Code. 
 
For more information visit:   http://www.dfg.ca.gov/ospr/fed_region_9.aspx 
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